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NASS & INDUSTRY PRODUCTION ESTIMATES
THE NUMBERS MIGHT DIFFER, BUT THE RESULTS ARE THE SAME - INCREASED PRODUCTION

In September 2024, Statistics Canada (StatsCan) 
updated its pulse crop acreage data. The report 
showed that Canadian farmers planted 3.2 million 
acres of dry peas, up 5.4% from the previous year. 

Lentil acreage saw a significant increase of 14.8%, 
reaching 4.2 million acres, primarily driven by higher 
returns compared to other crops. Chickpea acreage 
also expanded, with 453,500 acres, marking a 
substantial 27% increase from 2023 and the highest 
area since 2002. 
 

These increases in acreage reflect positive market 
conditions and favorable forward pricing for pulses 
like lentils and chickpeas, despite some uncertainties 
in export demand, especially in key markets like 
India and China​. 
 
In the same report, StatsCan published the 
production generated from this acreage. According 
to this report, pea production is estimated at 3.01 
million tons, a 15.3% increase from the previous 
season. Lentil production is expected to be around 
2.77 million tons, a significant 54% increase from 
2023, largely due to increased acreage and higher 
yields. Chickpea production is projected to reach 
330,000 tons, more than doubling last year’s output. 
These figures reflect strong recovery in pulse crop 
production following a challenging previous season. 
 
Last week, the Pulse Pipeline reported on the 
U.S. dry pea, lentil, and chickpea harvest as being 
“disappointing.”  However, harvest was not abysmal, 
it just was lower than expected, and due to increased 
production costs, not enough to move the needle of 
the bottom line to the satisfaction of growers.  The 
silver lining of harvest is that pulse prices continue 
to be stable. 
 
For Canadian pulse growers, the sentiment is eerily 
similar regarding yields.  According to the Alberta 
Pulse market insight blog, “This year, we’re hearing 
that farmers walking their fields are surprised (and 
not in a good way) about yields.”  The author admits 
to speculation regarding the accuracy of StatsCan 
modeling methods regarding production and warns 
that yields could even be lower than what StatsCan 
reports. 

“Here is my best harvest pic of the year,” offers Riley Nelson, 
Idaho grower.  This young man’s name is Connor Nelson, 
Riley’s 2 year old son and his favorite color is John Deere.  
Like many of our producers, Connor put in a long day this 
harvest. “Connor got his nap in the combine.”
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How do Canadian statistics 
compare with U.S. yields and 
production?  USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) and Statistics Canada 
(STATSCAN) both aim to deliver 
accurate crop production 
estimates, but they use different 
methods. NASS relies heavily on 
traditional farmer surveys and 
in-field observations, gathering 
data directly from farmers and 
physical field checks. On the other 
hand, STATSCAN uses a more 
technology-driven approach, 
incorporating satellite imagery 
and crop modeling to estimate 
yields, requiring less input from 
farmers. While NASS provides 
reports on a regular, structured 
schedule, STATSCAN’s use of real-
time satellite data enables more 
frequent updates. Despite these 
differences, both agencies play a 
crucial role in delivering reliable 
agricultural data.

Questions about the accuracy 
of government production 
estimates, whether from NASS 
or StatsCan, are common, but 
they can’t be dismissed entirely. 
It’s important to remember that 
yield and production figures are 
“estimates” by nature, meaning 
they are approximations rather 
than exact numbers. Expecting 
them to be perfectly precise is 
unrealistic. 
 
This week NASS reported the 
ag production report, which 
shows that U.S. pulse crops (dry 
peas, lentils, and chickpeas) have 
general increased overall. 
 
CANADA PRODUCTION 
According to the Alberta Pulse 
Growers, this year has been 
challenging for many Canadian 
pulse farmers due to a wet spring 
followed by a hot, dry summer. 
Despite this, Canadian pulse 
production is expected to rise 
significantly in 2024 as farmers 
responded to higher prices by 

increasing seeded areas, with 
yields also set to improve. Early 
estimates from Statistics Canada 
affirm this upward trend, though 
final figures may adjust after 
harvest. While the old crop carry-
in is lower for most pulses, total 
supplies will still be higher due to 
increased inventories. 
 
On the demand side, the outlook 
for Canadian pulse exports is 
more uncertain. Key markets like 
China may see a dip in demand 
due to geopolitical factors and 
increased global competition. 
Although India lifted import 
tariffs in 2024, it’s unclear if this 
will extend beyond the given 
deadline. With larger supplies 
and stiff competition from other 
producers, Canadian pulse prices 
could face downward pressure. 
 
Pea and lentil production is 
expected to surge, but export 
opportunities may be constrained 
by competing global supplies. 
Green pea prices are forecasted to 
decline due to large inventories, 
while lentil markets face 
competition from countries like 
Australia and Russia. Chickpea 
production is also set to more 
than double, but increased U.S. 
production may reduce Canadian 
export opportunities, forcing 
Canada to focus on offshore 
markets to manage growing 
stocks. 
 
 
UNITED STATES PRODUCTION 
Last week the Pulse Pipeline 
reported that many pulse growers 
in the major dry pea, lentil, and 
chickpea producing states were 
reporting a disappointing harvest.  
Some even called the yields 
“horrible.”  However, according 
to the NASS production report 
published this week, dry pea 
production in the U.S. is up 8% 
from last year, chickpea is up 33% 
from 2023, and lentil production 
is up a whopping 72% from last 

year.  So, who is correct?  If you 
look at the historic production 
table on page 4, it’s far from 
horrible on a national scale, but 
that doesn’t mean harvest was not 
“disappointing” to some.  NASS 
data is gathered from grower 
surveys to estimate yields as of 
Sept. 1.  Keep in mind, the NASS 
report is a very good guess 
at production, but it is still an 
estimate.  
 
NASS REPORT 
Lentils, dry peas, and chickpeas 
are seeing significant production 
increases in 2024, according to 
the latest forecasts, marking a 
strong year for pulse crops in key 
producing states. 
 
Lentils: 
Lentil production is projected 
to reach 954 million pounds 
this year, a remarkable 72% 
increase from 2023 in comparable 
states. Planted acreage stands 
at 936,000 acres, up 12% from 
earlier estimates and 77% higher 
than last year. The harvested area 
is forecast at 900,000 acres, a 
14% increase from the previous 
forecast and 78% above 2023. 
However, the average yield per 
acre is expected to be slightly 
lower at 1,060 pounds, down 38 
pounds compared to last year. 
In Montana, the leading lentil-
producing state, 78% of the crop 
had been harvested by September 
1, compared to 90% by the same 
time last year. Notably, beginning 
in 2024, Idaho will no longer 
report lentil estimates. 
 
Dry Peas: 
Dry pea production for 2024 is 
estimated at 1.93 billion pounds, 
an 8% increase from 2023 in 
comparable states. Planted 
acreage for dry peas totals 
988,000 acres, down 4% from 
earlier estimates but up 4% from 
last year. The harvested area 
is slightly lower than previous 
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forecasts at 947,000 acres, but still represents a 2% 
increase from 2023. Yields are expected to average 
2,036 pounds per acre, up by 116 pounds from the 
previous year. Montana continues to lead in dry 
pea production, with 96% of acreage harvested by 
September 1, slightly ahead of the 94% harvested by 
this time last year. Starting in 2024, dry pea estimates 
for South Dakota have been discontinued, and 
wrinkled seed peas and Austrian winter peas are no 
longer included in the dry pea estimates. 
 
Chickpeas: 
Chickpea production is forecast at 613 million 
pounds, up 33% from last year in comparable states. 
Planted acreage for chickpeas is expected to reach 
504,000 acres, a slight increase from earlier forecasts 
and 37% higher than in 2023. The harvested area 
is forecast at 496,900 acres, a 2% increase from 
previous estimates and 40% higher than last year. 
However, the average yield is expected to decrease 
slightly to 1,234 pounds per acre, down 62 pounds 
from 2023. Beginning this year, chickpea estimates 
for California have been discontinued. 
 

These significant production increases highlight the 
continued growth and importance of pulse crops in 
the U.S. agricultural landscape, providing producers 
with valuable options for crop diversification and 
sustainability. 
 
INDUSTRY STATISTICS 
The U.S. pulse industry appreciates the NASS 
predictions in the narrative of this article, but goes 
a bit further to ensure as accurate a picture of U.S. 
production as possible.  The following production 
tables uses USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
data, combined with NASS reported yield to gain a 
finer tuned prediction of dry pea, lentil, and chickpea 
production.  Compare these figures with the tables 
on pages 4-10.
 
Thanks to Sandra Rumney, Strategic Operations 
Manager, and CEO Tim McGreevy for crunching 
these estimates.

PRODUCTION REPORT CONT.

http://www.usapulses.org 


Copyright 2024 442780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843  •  www.usapulses.org   •  208.882.3023   •  info@usapulses.org

http://www.usapulses.org 


2780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843 •  www.usapulses.org  •  208.882.3023 •  info@usapulses.org 55Copyright 2024

http://www.usapulses.org 


Copyright 2024 662780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843  •  www.usapulses.org   •  208.882.3023   •  info@usapulses.org

http://www.usapulses.org 




Copyright 2024 882780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843  •  www.usapulses.org   •  208.882.3023   •  info@usapulses.org

http://www.usapulses.org 


2780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843 •  www.usapulses.org  •  208.882.3023 •  info@usapulses.org 99Copyright 2024

http://www.usapulses.org 


Copyright 2024 10102780 W. Pullman Road, Moscow, ID 83843  •  www.usapulses.org   •  208.882.3023   •  info@usapulses.org

Tim, McGreevy, CEO
  tmcgreevy@usapulses.org
Drex Rhoades, Editor

USA Dry Pea and Lentil Council
2780 W Pullman Road
Moscow, Idaho 83843
208-882-3023   www.usapulses.org
All rights reserved. 2022.

THE USADPLC IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND PROVIDER. 

http://www.usapulses.org 
mailto:tmcgreevy@usapulses.org
http://www.usapulses.org 

